What to Do When Your Reptile or Amphibian Passes Away!

Keeping our reptiles and amphibians as pets throughout their lives carries many different rewards and levels of
enjoyment, as well as educational and learning opportunities. But what happens if, or when your animal passes
away, whether due to natural causes, an illness or injury, or for any other reason? What should you do with
them? This is a topic many might not think about right away when they initially purchase or acquire an animal,
and oftentimes is a topic we may not have an initial plan of action for later. Part of responsible pet ownership
also entails knowing how to safely, ethically, and legally dispose of your pet, even after they are no longer with
us. Not doing so can certainly have negative implications for the reptile and pet keeping communities as a
whole, the environment, and even the general public and community when it comes to how reptile-keeping is
viewed.

So what are the best options for responsibly disposing of your deceased pet? What are some of the best do’s and
don’ts when it comes to this? In this educational article, we will cover everything one needs to know or consider
when it comes to this topic.

1. Contact Your Local Reptile or Exotics Veterinarian: Contacting your local reptile and exotic animal
veterinarian to discuss options for safely and properly disposing of your deceased pet is perhaps your best
option. Your veterinarian may be able to perform cremation services for your pet at little to no extra cost or
charge. Ideally, as a responsible reptile keeper or owner, you should already have a veterinarian which you are
able to work with and take the animal to, which may also even be the first point of contact if your pet passes
away while under their veterinary medical care. Just as with cats, dogs, or other animals, your veterinarian will
always have options for you first and foremost when it comes to your pet.

2. Consider Burial On Your Own: Just as with cats, dogs, or any other pet, if you have space for, or an area in
your backyard or elsewhere on your property to give your pet a proper burial, this could certainly be another
best option one can do on their own. Don’t just throw your animal in the trash, which could create odor issues.
If you use communal trash bins or dumpsters, there could also be the risk of someone else finding it and
creating negative implications for the reptile community as a whole. There are better ways of giving your pet
the proper burial it deserves.

3. Contact Your Local Reptile Rescue, Herpetological Society, Reptile Specialty Store, or Other Resource in
Your Community: Although these resources typically deal more with live-animal surrenders and
relinquishments, your local reptile rescue, herpetological society, reptile specialty store, or other similar
resources in your community may be able to help you responsibly and properly dispose of your deceased pet, or
may be able to suggest or recommend other options.

4. Consider Donating Them to Science!: If you have a School of Veterinary Medicine, Biology or Zoology
Department, or even a Science and Natural History Museum or Nature Center, one might try reaching out to
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these institutions to see whether your pet may be able to be used for teaching, research, or other educational
purposes. Be sure to include as much scientific and specific natural history information and origins of your pet,
if known, as possible, as well as any other details. Your pet oftentimes need not be a U.S. native species, as
many veterinary and zoological collections also maintain exotic or non-native species as well, although each
institution may have their own protocols or procedures for accepting scientific donations of specimens.

5. Don’t Dump Your Deceased Pet Outside: Lastly, and perhaps most importantly, don’t dump or discard your
deceased pet outside or in a public area where someone else may be able to find them, or in or along an area
where others may be able to see them. Large animals especially are almost always guaranteed to attract negative
and unnecessary media attention, which further creates negative portrayals of reptile-keeping as a whole. Also
be aware of any local or municipal laws or ordinances which may prohibit or regulate the dumping of animal
remains or carcasses, especially if it is a large animal, as this can also create a public nuisance or public health
issue as well. While discarding your deceased pet outside on your own property, away from the public view
might be OK, this is still not ideal, as this could attract other local predators or scavengers, or even potentially
be introducing foreign diseases or pathogens into the environment if not properly buried.
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